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A woman walks by a Yale sign reflected in the rainwater in the street on the Yale University campus in New Haven, Connecticut,
on Sunday, August 22, 2021. (AP…
Read More

by: Lexi Lonas
Posted: Nov 30, 2022 / 04:19 PM EST

POLITICS FROM THE HILL

Yale facing lawsuit over alleged discrimination against
students with mental illness

✕

A man was shot on Main Street in Indian Orchard early Saturday morning.
BREAKING NEWS 3 MORE ALERTS

33° SIGN UP

https://thehill.com/author/535927-lexi-lonas/
https://www.wwlp.com/hill-politics/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/crime/police-investigating-deadly-shooting-on-main-st-in-indian-orchard/
https://www.wwlp.com/weather/
https://www.wwlp.com/
https://nxslink.wwlp.com/join/6p6/signup?website_signup=true


1/23/23, 3:35 PM Yale facing lawsuit over alleged discrimination against students with mental illness | WWLP

https://www.wwlp.com/hill-politics/yale-facing-lawsuit-over-alleged-discrimination-against-students-with-mental-illness/ 2/12

Updated: Nov 30, 2022 / 04:32 PM EST

SHARE

Current and former Yale students are suing the university for allegedly pressuring them and

others to drop out due to their mental illnesses.

In a Wednesday lawsuit, nonprofit Elis for Rachael, which helps Yale students with mental

health struggles, and two other students detailed accounts saying Yale pressured them to

leave school a�er a suicide attempt, or else they would force them to withdraw. 

The suit filed in the U.S. District Court of Connecticut is seeking for Yale to be forced to change

its policies around students who have mental illnesses, and for their current actions to be

deemed illegal. 

In a statement, Yale said it is confident its policies are legal but has also “been working on

policy changes that are responsive to studentsʼ emotional and financial wellbeing.”

Yaleʼs alleged discrimination came to light earlier this month when The Washington Post

detailed experiences of several students who attempted suicide and had Yale o�icials

pressure them to leave school while they were in the hospital.

While one student was in the hospital, she told the Post she was forced to have a Zoom

meeting with Paul Ho�man, the psychologist in charge of student mental health at Yale, who

said the school would “strongly recommend” a medical withdrawal. 
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The lawsuit states Yale has told students they would involuntarily withdraw them if they did

not take the recommendation to do it on their own. 

Students who withdraw for medical reasons are barred from Yaleʼs campus and are not

refunded for costs for the semester even if it is an involuntary withdrawal, according to the

suit. 

The lawsuit says the process to reenroll is also challenging, as students have to go through a

similar process of when they first applied to Yale and tell the school what they did during their

medical leave, along with completing some coursework before returning.

“When we make decisions and set policies, our primary focus is on studentsʼ safety and

health, especially when they are most vulnerable. We believe in creating and sustaining strong

and sensible support structures for our students, and in many cases, the safest plan includes

the studentʼs parents and family. We have taken steps in recent years to simplify the return to

Yale for students on medical withdrawals and to provide additional support for students,”

Yaleʼs statement reads. 
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The Post report caught the attention of lawmakers, with Sen. Ed Markey (D-Mass.) writing a

letter to Education Secretary Miguel Cardona and Attorney General Merrick Garland on

Wednesday expressing concerns about collegesʼ involuntary leave of absence policies.

“Involuntary [medical leave of absence] policies can be coercive and exclusionary for some

students. Involuntary MLOAs have occurred a�er students have disclosed mental health

disabilities to counselors or fellow students and, in some cases, over the objections of

students who wish to remain enrolled and on campus,” Markey wrote. 

Markey, who cited the Washington Post report in the statement, is calling on the o�icials to

issue guidance on involuntary medical leaves for students “that protect studentsʼ access to

higher education and strengthen nondiscrimination protections when they need medical

leave.”

Copyright 2023 Nexstar Media Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.

AROUND THE WEB
✕

https://www.markey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/senator_markey_letter_to_doj_and_doe_on_involuntary_mloa_-_november_2022.pdf
https://www.wwlp.com/reviews/br/sports-fitness-br/recreational-sports-br/video-games-that-were-transformed-into-shows-or-movies/


1/23/23, 3:35 PM Yale facing lawsuit over alleged discrimination against students with mental illness | WWLP

https://www.wwlp.com/hill-politics/yale-facing-lawsuit-over-alleged-discrimination-against-students-with-mental-illness/ 5/12

Video games that were transformed into shows or movies

RECREATIONAL SPORTS  / 2 Hours Ago
Here is a rundown of some of the iconic video games that made the leap to another screen.

Freshen up your skin care routine and reduce puffiness …
SKIN TREATMENTS  / 2 Hours Ago

Gua sha tools feature smooth, flat surfaces and come in a variety of shapes that are often used on the face and neck for
beauty purposes.

✕

https://www.wwlp.com/reviews/br/sports-fitness-br/recreational-sports-br/video-games-that-were-transformed-into-shows-or-movies/
https://www.wwlp.com/reviews/br/sports-fitness-br/recreational-sports-br/video-games-that-were-transformed-into-shows-or-movies/
https://www.wwlp.com/reviews/br/sports-fitness-br/recreational-sports-br/
https://www.wwlp.com/reviews/br/sports-fitness-br/recreational-sports-br/video-games-that-were-transformed-into-shows-or-movies/
https://www.wwlp.com/reviews/br/beauty-personal-care-br/skin-treatments-br/freshen-up-your-skin-care-routine-and-reduce-puffiness-with-one-of-these-gua-sha-tools/
https://www.wwlp.com/reviews/br/beauty-personal-care-br/skin-treatments-br/freshen-up-your-skin-care-routine-and-reduce-puffiness-with-one-of-these-gua-sha-tools/
https://www.wwlp.com/reviews/br/beauty-personal-care-br/skin-treatments-br/
https://www.wwlp.com/reviews/br/beauty-personal-care-br/skin-treatments-br/freshen-up-your-skin-care-routine-and-reduce-puffiness-with-one-of-these-gua-sha-tools/


1/23/23, 3:35 PM Yale facing lawsuit over alleged discrimination against students with mental illness | WWLP

https://www.wwlp.com/hill-politics/yale-facing-lawsuit-over-alleged-discrimination-against-students-with-mental-illness/ 6/12

TOP STORIES

Best brushes for detangling and styling naturally …
HAIR PRODUCTS  / 5 Hours Ago

To keep curly hair healthy and beautiful, you need a good shampoo, conditioner and styling product, along with a brush
made just for curly hair.

View All BestReviews 

Pitts�eld police looking to identify the� suspect

✕

https://www.wwlp.com/news
https://www.wwlp.com/news/crime/photos-suspect-wanted-in-connection-with-stealing-artwork-at-methuselah-bar-and-lounge-in-pittsfield/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/massachusetts/driver-in-wrong-way-crash-dies-on-i-290-in-worcester/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/ap-national-news/feds-deny-emergency-call-to-slow-ships-ease-whale-strikes/
https://www.wwlp.com/reviews/br/beauty-personal-care-br/hair-products-br/best-brushes-for-detangling-and-styling-naturally-curly-hair/
https://www.wwlp.com/reviews/br/beauty-personal-care-br/hair-products-br/best-brushes-for-detangling-and-styling-naturally-curly-hair/
https://www.wwlp.com/reviews/br/beauty-personal-care-br/hair-products-br/
https://www.wwlp.com/reviews/br/beauty-personal-care-br/hair-products-br/best-brushes-for-detangling-and-styling-naturally-curly-hair/
https://www.wwlp.com/reviews/br
https://www.wwlp.com/news/crime/photos-suspect-wanted-in-connection-with-stealing-artwork-at-methuselah-bar-and-lounge-in-pittsfield/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/crime/photos-suspect-wanted-in-connection-with-stealing-artwork-at-methuselah-bar-and-lounge-in-pittsfield/


1/23/23, 3:35 PM Yale facing lawsuit over alleged discrimination against students with mental illness | WWLP

https://www.wwlp.com/hill-politics/yale-facing-lawsuit-over-alleged-discrimination-against-students-with-mental-illness/ 7/12

Top Stories 

MORE STORIES

Mental health grant awarded to City of Easthampton

Pittsfield police looking to identify the� suspect

Tyre Nicholsʼ family to speak a�er seeing video

Driver in wrong-way crash
dies on I-290 in Worcester

Feds deny emergency call to
slow ships, ease whale …

December brought Mass. close
to pre-pandemic employment

West�eld Air Show announces
featured performers

✕

https://www.wwlp.com/news
https://www.wwlp.com/news
https://www.wwlp.com/news/local-news/hampshire-county/mental-health-grant-awarded-to-easthampton-police-and-city-officials/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/local-news/hampshire-county/mental-health-grant-awarded-to-easthampton-police-and-city-officials/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/crime/photos-suspect-wanted-in-connection-with-stealing-artwork-at-methuselah-bar-and-lounge-in-pittsfield/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/crime/photos-suspect-wanted-in-connection-with-stealing-artwork-at-methuselah-bar-and-lounge-in-pittsfield/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/tyre-nichols-family-to-speak-after-seeing-video/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/tyre-nichols-family-to-speak-after-seeing-video/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/massachusetts/driver-in-wrong-way-crash-dies-on-i-290-in-worcester/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/ap-national-news/feds-deny-emergency-call-to-slow-ships-ease-whale-strikes/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/massachusetts/december-brought-mass-close-to-pre-pandemic-employment/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/local-news/westfield-air-show-announces-featured-performers/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/massachusetts/driver-in-wrong-way-crash-dies-on-i-290-in-worcester/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/massachusetts/driver-in-wrong-way-crash-dies-on-i-290-in-worcester/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/ap-national-news/feds-deny-emergency-call-to-slow-ships-ease-whale-strikes/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/ap-national-news/feds-deny-emergency-call-to-slow-ships-ease-whale-strikes/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/massachusetts/december-brought-mass-close-to-pre-pandemic-employment/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/massachusetts/december-brought-mass-close-to-pre-pandemic-employment/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/local-news/westfield-air-show-announces-featured-performers/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/local-news/westfield-air-show-announces-featured-performers/


1/23/23, 3:35 PM Yale facing lawsuit over alleged discrimination against students with mental illness | WWLP

https://www.wwlp.com/hill-politics/yale-facing-lawsuit-over-alleged-discrimination-against-students-with-mental-illness/ 8/12

Driver in wrong-way crash dies on I-290 in Worcester

Feds deny emergency call to slow ships, ease whale …

December brought Mass. close to pre-pandemic employment

Westfield Air Show announces featured performers

Free program available to Westfield small businesses

More Stories 

WWLP Video

✕

https://www.wwlp.com/news/tyre-nichols-family-to-speak-after-seeing-video/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/massachusetts/driver-in-wrong-way-crash-dies-on-i-290-in-worcester/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/massachusetts/driver-in-wrong-way-crash-dies-on-i-290-in-worcester/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/ap-national-news/feds-deny-emergency-call-to-slow-ships-ease-whale-strikes/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/ap-national-news/feds-deny-emergency-call-to-slow-ships-ease-whale-strikes/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/massachusetts/december-brought-mass-close-to-pre-pandemic-employment/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/massachusetts/december-brought-mass-close-to-pre-pandemic-employment/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/local-news/westfield-air-show-announces-featured-performers/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/local-news/westfield-air-show-announces-featured-performers/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/local-news/free-training-program-available-to-small-businesses-in-westfield/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/local-news/free-training-program-available-to-small-businesses-in-westfield/
https://www.wwlp.com/news


1/23/23, 3:35 PM Yale facing lawsuit over alleged discrimination against students with mental illness | WWLP

https://www.wwlp.com/hill-politics/yale-facing-lawsuit-over-alleged-discrimination-against-students-with-mental-illness/ 9/12

More Videos 

California shooter kills 10
at dance club

6 hours ago

Monterey Park Mass
Shooting: 8 a.m. news…

1 day ago

Buffalo Bills super fans

1 day ago

New En
indoor

✕

https://www.wwlp.com/video
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssUZ11_OAKthFLq4syS_HFUDb_yWqN6YF48VUbxmWPc8rmEI3GV6skaH2xN3nCAE6zHxED-ta5sSJ7m-6Zi8AnMHC65TCA3_pL7FHctMtk9BgzVYotxoB2iC7t5HsaRDj3Qki9fG5Or4eauHQxe2PiTCBoClP7zaFfIBfStndsMtcrlnqRvKmc5S0uf8VWjLMbMUIQsDF2hO2zPUCjJ62qE5G87jrXMWPyAQdtXm_zNBI2aYq0U1Nrgqer_we9rzadVqlWNs1zadf88VVRUc06tlKLisfVg9q74EynxJuDr-zGLBG0Ghc7fRsxNBVCQJh9txv0yjmycjp5cxdSD_t1_&sai=AMfl-YSUPUOPWjAauAyCd07wi0EKpdpDq3OlZ3YV606VhwVRMzoK95jLyqDZHIPi4xUD7NnfsIMNe-5ZFqL9jumuSKFLXWk4yLz8N0GRZiqseZrXD_6adw4lZ5HQC5bpjF7VdlIfaxH9qbBlOgL2dfGk6TAdIQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPtvFFPKBa4b&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://www.wwlp.com/weather/


1/23/23, 3:35 PM Yale facing lawsuit over alleged discrimination against students with mental illness | WWLP

https://www.wwlp.com/hill-politics/yale-facing-lawsuit-over-alleged-discrimination-against-students-with-mental-illness/ 10/12

 
• Local Forecast 
• Weather Alerts
• Live Radar 

 
• Email Alerts 
• Report It! 
• Download App 

 

 
Severe Threat

 
Video Forecast

TRENDING STORIES

1 Today s̓ Springfield MA Weather Forecast

2 Biggest snowfalls recorded in Massachusetts history

3 Car crash leads to drug arrest in Chicopee

4 Westfield Air Show announces featured performers

5 Winter storm will bring rain and snow to western …

✕

https://www.wwlp.com/weather/interactive-radars/
https://www.wwlp.com/weather/springfield/todays-forecast/forecast-discussion/
https://www.wwlp.com/weather/weather-alerts/
https://www.wwlp.com/weather/interactive-radars/
https://nxslink.wwlp.com/join/6sd/signup
https://www.wwlp.com/report-it
https://www.wwlp.com/apps/
https://www.wwlp.com/severe-weather/
https://www.wwlp.com/weather/springfield/todays-forecast/forecast-discussion/
https://www.wwlp.com/weather/todays-forecast/forecast-discussion/
https://www.wwlp.com/weather/weather-news/biggest-snowfalls-recorded-in-massachusetts-history/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/crime/car-crash-leads-to-drug-arrest-on-east-main-street-in-chicopee/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/local-news/westfield-air-show-announces-featured-performers/
https://www.wwlp.com/weather/weather-news/winter-storm-will-bring-rain-and-snow-to-western-massachusetts/


1/23/23, 3:35 PM Yale facing lawsuit over alleged discrimination against students with mental illness | WWLP

https://www.wwlp.com/hill-politics/yale-facing-lawsuit-over-alleged-discrimination-against-students-with-mental-illness/ 11/12

Follow Us

News App

News Massachusetts Weather

Investigations Watch 22News

About our Ads FCC Public File

✕

https://www.wwlp.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WWLP22News
https://twitter.com/WWLP22News
https://www.instagram.com/wwlp22news
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGbEXjkmPTCQfJ4FiD3lOQg
https://www.wwlp.com/news/top-stories/app-feed
mailto:reportit@wwlp.com
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/wwlp-22news-springfield-ma/id488537620
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.linmedia.newstouch.wwlp&hl=en_US&gl=US
https://www.wwlp.com/news/
https://www.wwlp.com/weather/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/i-team/
https://www.wwlp.com/watch-live/
https://www.wwlp.com/privacy-policy#advertising
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/WWLP


1/23/23, 3:35 PM Yale facing lawsuit over alleged discrimination against students with mental illness | WWLP

https://www.wwlp.com/hill-politics/yale-facing-lawsuit-over-alleged-discrimination-against-students-with-mental-illness/ 12/12

EEO Report Children's TV Report

Nexstar CC Certification Public File Assistance

Privacy Policy Terms Of Use

Covers FCC Applications

Public File Assistance Contact

The Hill NewsNation

BestReviews Content Licensing

Nexstar Digital Journalistic Integrity

Do Not Sell or Share My Personal Information

© 1998 - 2023 Nexstar Media Inc. | All Rights Reserved.

✕

https://www.wwlp.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2022/11/WWLP-WFXQ-CD-2021-2022-EEO-Report.pdf
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/WWLP/programs-list/
https://www.wwlp.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2019/06/NexstarCCCertification.pdf
https://www.wwlp.com/about-us/contact-us/
https://www.nexstar.tv/privacy-policy/
https://www.nexstar.tv/terms-of-use/
https://www.covers.com/
https://www.nexstar.tv/fcc-applications/
https://www.wwlp.com/contact-us
https://www.thehill.com/
https://www.newsnationnow.com/
https://www.bestreviews.com/
https://www.newsnationnow.com/licensing-nexstars-local-and-national-television-news-footage/
https://www.nexstardigital.com/
https://www.nexstar.tv/corporate-social-responsibility/journalistic-integrity/
https://www.nexstar.tv/

