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A woman walks by a Yale sign reflected in the rainwater in the street on the Yale University campus in New
Haven, Connecticut, on Sunday, August 22, 2021. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)
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Current and former Yale students are suing the university for allegedly pressuring
them and others to drop out due to their mental illnesses.

In a Wednesday lawsuit, nonprofit Elis for Rachael, which helps Yale students
with mental health struggles, and two other students detailed accounts saying
Yale pressured them to leave school after a suicide attempt, or else they would
force them to withdraw. 

The suit filed in the U.S. District Court of Connecticut is seeking for Yale to be
forced to change its policies around students who have mental illnesses, and for
their current actions to be deemed illegal. 

In a statement, Yale said it is confident its policies are legal but has also “been
working on policy changes that are responsive to students’ emotional and
financial wellbeing.”

Yale’s alleged discrimination came to light earlier this month when The
Washington Post detailed experiences of several students who attempted suicide
and had Yale officials pressure them to leave school while they were in the
hospital.

While one student was in the hospital, she told the Post she was forced to have a
Zoom meeting with Paul Hoffman, the psychologist in charge of student mental
health at Yale, who said the school would “strongly recommend” a medical
withdrawal. 

The lawsuit states Yale has told students they would involuntarily withdraw them
if they did not take the recommendation to do it on their own. 
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Students who withdraw for medical reasons are barred from Yale’s campus and
are not refunded for costs for the semester even if it is an involuntary withdrawal,
according to the suit. 

The lawsuit says the process to reenroll is also challenging, as students have to
go through a similar process of when they first applied to Yale and tell the school
what they did during their medical leave, along with completing some coursework
before returning.

“When we make decisions and set policies, our primary focus is on students’
safety and health, especially when they are most vulnerable. We believe in
creating and sustaining strong and sensible support structures for our students,
and in many cases, the safest plan includes the student’s parents and family. We
have taken steps in recent years to simplify the return to Yale for students on
medical withdrawals and to provide additional support for students,” Yale’s
statement reads. 
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General Merrick Garland on Wednesday expressing concerns about colleges’
involuntary leave of absence policies.

“Involuntary [medical leave of absence] policies can be coercive and exclusionary
for some students. Involuntary MLOAs have occurred after students have
disclosed mental health disabilities to counselors or fellow students and, in some
cases, over the objections of students who wish to remain enrolled and on
campus,” Markey wrote. 

Markey, who cited the Washington Post report in the statement, is calling on the
officials to issue guidance on involuntary medical leaves for students “that protect
students’ access to higher education and strengthen nondiscrimination
protections when they need medical leave.”

TAGS ED MARKEY MENTAL HEALTH SUICIDE YALE

SHARE TWEET ... MORE

Around the Web

ADVERTISEMENT

✕

https://thehill.com/tag/ed-markey/
https://thehill.com/tag/mental-health/
https://thehill.com/tag/suicide/
https://thehill.com/tag/yale/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fthehill.com%2Fblogs%2Fblog-briefing-room%2F3756896-yale-facing-lawsuit-over-alleged-discrimination-against-students-with-mental-illness%2F&picture=https%3A%2F%2Fthehill.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F2%2F2022%2F11%2Fyale_university_student_08212021_AP21236670704228.png%3Fw%3D900&title=Yale%20facing%20lawsuit%20over%20alleged%20discrimination%20against%20students%20with%20mental%20illness&description=Current%20and%20former%20Yale%20students%20are%20suing%20the%20university%20for%20allegedly%20pressuring%20them%20and%20others%20to%20drop%20out%20due%20to%20their%20mental%20illnesses.%20In%20a%20Wednesday%20lawsuit%2C%20nonprofit%20Elis%20for%20Rachael%2C%20which%20helps%20Yale%20students%20with%20mental%20health%20struggles%2C%20and%20two%20other%20students%20detailed%20accounts%20saying%20Yale%20pressured%20them%20to%20leave%20school%20after%20a%20suicide%26hellip%3B
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Yale%20facing%20lawsuit%20over%20alleged%20discrimination%20against%20students%20with%20mental%20illness&url=https%3A%2F%2Fthehill.com%2Fblogs%2Fblog-briefing-room%2F3756896-yale-facing-lawsuit-over-alleged-discrimination-against-students-with-mental-illness%2F
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=OLV3aQfmOQ2q97i3W85z5q-qJp-pBLRTe0HcDDcvpgu7O4cmb0iVmhvtsf4JmfVccYjf3wVCz4rDehoYRTjo2GL9FqWZkovGhES63qOsfd0KuPr-Eu-fuByzDT_QDfqNzEkA7TClI7kvkLRD2YnqrYZWXSK30Rp2pBcdLY-cfVAfnCq-LFVE3mGeV0OmWZZY3gkXdBPE8DQ9LpOp4EE-5upQvyqkoLagFy17bTbjSCPXHnPSGK1WaEzECYII5LT8nJo6u9Bj6-03E49i4SHerXVNPPN5E_oQKsUbbWO-0eRabx6PRDMAbOQcXsHo5Jt0ryEK110ox6n4uu6ZZWYGWBnAB_W5nnMgfTJ6-gAo1dDdVJm_ZEr5lgK11T4sOxO6xRg1eM9ujxZ_Jiz8lESvR_zhOZKYuf0dO8--ag93ph2T6R8l0gIV47mvkb-7XvAFHgcW_YVc3cY1CUQreivDvkKA_yDPVoFfRLl-ndqaeudaIP5-&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raymourflanigan.com%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3Dretargeting
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=zNDrMQfmOQ2q97i3W85z5q-qJp-pBLRTe0HcDDcvpgu7O4cmb0iVmhvtsf4JmfVccYjf3wVCz4rDehoYRTjo2GL9FqWZkovGhES63qOsfd0KuPr-Eu-fuByzDT_QDfqNzEkA7TClI7kvkLRD2YnqrYZWXSJ9h9l7pwGDLyNeATFQH7IJaBF9x97_VxdaXDk-U_xJfN3O_er7Q9LOitrUKGqQC96CVaEe6GDUphSSpNuftWVM2xXY0lBG4UsQZdNvxHB8sr0613U2ZiBhZQuqevMr0AkGqtpVCrUmQ-SdcfRolF7g9qUTzSzvHETin48q_f7t1ISnuvzcpzbBLH9ey5KC_RIeFx-y6_r6eGqweIH0cUPaNqxvIxx1cI7JSrjHeKCuIqp3xg3HIcmJsWLkHmsUjL-r3FXXo159ut2kG-YjuJPGyTRLwmQUA6x_xpNL3_N8ttfFfxGMXEMat9tPCSJV2XmlYcIQeJ5tuUii5FpQ53xQ&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raymourflanigan.com%2Fbases%2Fadjustable-bases%2Ftempur-pedic-ergo-extended-adjustable-base-487255599%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3Dretargeting
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=zAXkFQfmOQ2q97i3W85z5q-qJp-pBLRTe0HcDDcvpgu7O4cmb0iVmhvtsf4JmfVccYjf3wVCz4rDehoYRTjo2GL9FqWZkovGhES63qOsfd0KuPr-Eu-fuByzDT_QDfqNzEkA7TClI7kvkLRD2YnqrYZWXSLv2e7VBNx2-lacJhNrMsU2wh4D97jYF8omgrR6Xa0qHWcr4zhOefXJBO5yzJ7yl_sw0npJZx3xz3AasG0cHx4rlJ89FBkPEkC9EftxuJ9MDI5NauRqzfKmOg8I3bF_xzd0EhO-ehcfy5zBj7a45P_JeAIsyTD3n4uBEJhKtzBso7USMlyGaR9KQY1nyN61UbIiMfZky4egR-k_l-KaTgfWJtO3AwVD2rhnWowgHfPVURrKSZY_rekBGqz31nqzSpeU5cIVjGEegNGJVRBjkIT5j3WFuU0OsXeWckaS85jdsoqRXt5UYmPfznG3rGqk5N1J7Im752x1ZGBjLR68bDyM&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raymourflanigan.com%2Foutlet%2Fcoffee-end-tables-clearance%2Fcoda-cocktail-table-with-stools-300036363%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3Dretargeting
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=xneCoAfmOQ2q97i3W85z5q-qJp-pBLRTe0HcDDcvpgu7O4cmb0iVmhvtsf4JmfVccYjf3wVCz4rDehoYRTjo2GL9FqWZkovGhES63qOsfd0KuPr-Eu-fuByzDT_QDfqNzEkA7TClI7kvkLRD2YnqrYZWXSJ4XUex97dIiiJfZjkj0d-6ZMyu4gFKLZUzv3Vz_6QEA_-VkaiNIhLKUih2GLm3IVcx09o_9qr3p26zWpiPaZyQv-NZMqvqOcogvb1HbyvB5T4w2yieVo227CsmCFsi_VVNohHSYdQ8Ph8I97qH9sgvmS2lH-D339ZpERT5kXS3WB03F9X0v0f7AzuVmZe0C0_onp9d7ZfCf3mlhsY_6ofiH5ypyenRvlBSyG7Q2JlVsdkIDWuGpj2cvoUlDOYFLvl8XyUL1lsbo2lakXrXNZQueyNYonDm6Y0sn0tKhCpcf8RrRd6PpJ9WwrRo6yGx9uQeLeRKZ26Tt42VLxPnH2HR&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raymourflanigan.com%2Fmattresses%2Ffirm-memory-foam-mattresses%2Ftempur-pedic-luxe-breeze-firm-memory-foam-mattress-477024411%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3Dretargeting
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=NFiQHgfmOQ2q97i3W85z5q-qJp-pBLRTe0HcDDcvpgu7O4cmb0iVmhvtsf4JmfVccYjf3wVCz4rDehoYRTjo2GL9FqWZkovGhES63qOsfd0KuPr-Eu-fuByzDT_QDfqNzEkA7TClI7kvkLRD2YnqrYZWXSJhx0MwWIyT2xpP_QMPgM5t39-BGSo_XUt3_oERt2dG4E_n_U5aC-gd2aPiDXRHg4rtSm-KyyS3uzaXaCYpmYkUvQ6HBOK5HRlufaodlFxKTJutcfeEIH28oxLw5iqd1h3SzAA_ZdKW98pn692QYOkxlW9a_U650g1loDV87nmLq8rtv3Z2dpVNKaPU7tVGdq-upXQ2QjgBcp-r66viog8l1cz_Blbb49Kvktmcdk4q8zGWK-LQbQUNGB1oOkw25WHHZDxvbJgKnca4FjW2zIqXP7V2TLFWGdZzYnJyA_y6ZHK8Twj6NT0bIvfETAmweP3XlED_BMZ0uUkzDnhMUn2J&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raymourflanigan.com%2Foutlet%2Faccents-clearance%2Fkearson-chenille-ottoman-215219646%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3Dretargeting
https://privacy.us.criteo.com/adchoices?cppv=3&cpp=B897QkfaocDX56Hsng-jxS7CJ1aIB2GvQDzy4r72kd4GlBNfesubcJlTXLWapH-MxhqQ5TVPGbFEzFOS-W7k83WpHsOLb2OntzQbwK04KTMGk4C_9QGfv1vbotfBAqLeum317RJP8ZuoHTGtH2KjhOXXlLr1Ehe_5mIZTJ3FmVDAn2i1
https://thehill.com/


1/23/23, 3:04 PM Yale facing lawsuit over alleged discrimination against students with mental illness | The Hill

https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/3756896-yale-facing-lawsuit-over-alleged-discrimination-against-students-with-mental-illness/ 5/13

More Blog Briefing Room News

Man photographed in Pelosi office convicted on multiple Jan. 6 charges

NATIONAL SECURITY  /  41 MINS AGO

M&M'S to shelve mascots because 'even a candy's shoes can be
polarizing'
IN THE KNOW / 3 HOURS AGO

✕

https://thehill.com/policy/national-security/3826907-man-photographed-in-pelosi-office-convicted-on-multiple-jan-6-charges/
https://thehill.com/policy/national-security/3826907-man-photographed-in-pelosi-office-convicted-on-multiple-jan-6-charges/
https://thehill.com/policy/national-security/
https://thehill.com/blogs/in-the-know/3826748-mms-to-shelve-mascots-because-even-a-candys-shoes-can-be-polarizing/
https://thehill.com/blogs/in-the-know/3826748-mms-to-shelve-mascots-because-even-a-candys-shoes-can-be-polarizing/
https://thehill.com/blogs/in-the-know/
https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/3825321-gop-in-nebraska-washington-state-back-harmeet-dhillon-for-rnc-chair/
https://thehill.com/


1/23/23, 3:04 PM Yale facing lawsuit over alleged discrimination against students with mental illness | The Hill

https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/3756896-yale-facing-lawsuit-over-alleged-discrimination-against-students-with-mental-illness/ 6/13

See All

Video/Hill.TV

Rising: January 23, 2023
RISING  /  4 HOURS AGO

GOP in Nebraska, Washington state back Harmeet Dhillon for
RNC chair 
BLOG BRIEFING ROOM / 19 HOURS AGO

Top Border Patrol official resigned amid allegations of sexual
misconduct: report  
BLOG BRIEFING ROOM / 21 HOURS AGO

✕

https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/
https://thehill.com/hilltv/rising/3826559-rising-january-23-2023/
https://thehill.com/hilltv/rising/
https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/3825321-gop-in-nebraska-washington-state-back-harmeet-dhillon-for-rnc-chair/
https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/3825321-gop-in-nebraska-washington-state-back-harmeet-dhillon-for-rnc-chair/
https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/
https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/3825175-top-border-patrol-official-resigned-amid-allegations-of-sexual-misconduct-report/
https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/3825175-top-border-patrol-official-resigned-amid-allegations-of-sexual-misconduct-report/
https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/
https://thehill.com/hilltv/rising/3826559-rising-january-23-2023/
https://thehill.com/


1/23/23, 3:04 PM Yale facing lawsuit over alleged discrimination against students with mental illness | The Hill

https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/3756896-yale-facing-lawsuit-over-alleged-discrimination-against-students-with-mental-illness/ 7/13

See all Hill.TV

Best of Rising: Jan 17-Jan 19

RISING  /  3 DAYS AGO

Rising: January 19, 2023

RISING  /  4 DAYS AGO

✕

https://thehill.com/hilltv
https://thehill.com/hilltv/rising/3821048-best-of-rising-jan-17-jan-19/
https://thehill.com/hilltv/rising/
https://thehill.com/hilltv/rising/3821048-best-of-rising-jan-17-jan-19/
https://thehill.com/hilltv/rising/3819416-rising-january-19-2023/
https://thehill.com/hilltv/rising/
https://thehill.com/hilltv/rising/3819416-rising-january-19-2023/
https://thehill.com/


1/23/23, 3:04 PM Yale facing lawsuit over alleged discrimination against students with mental illness | The Hill

https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/3756896-yale-facing-lawsuit-over-alleged-discrimination-against-students-with-mental-illness/ 8/13

See all Video

Top Stories

See All

Jeffries submits Schiff, Swalwell for Intel panel, forcing fight with McCarthy

HOUSE  /  5 HOURS AGO

More Oath Keepers found guilty of seditious conspiracy for role
in Jan. 6
NATIONAL SECURITY / 15 MINS AGO

Five things to know about Jeff Zients, who is in line to be Biden’s
next chief of staff 
ADMINISTRATION / 18 MINS AGO

✕

https://thehill.com/hilltv
https://thehill.com/video
https://thehill.com/
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/3826508-schiff-swalwell-submitted-to-intel-panel-forcing-fight-with-mccarthy/
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/3826508-schiff-swalwell-submitted-to-intel-panel-forcing-fight-with-mccarthy/
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/
https://thehill.com/policy/national-security/3826973-more-oath-keepers-found-guilty-of-seditious-conspiracy-for-role-in-jan-6/
https://thehill.com/policy/national-security/3826973-more-oath-keepers-found-guilty-of-seditious-conspiracy-for-role-in-jan-6/
https://thehill.com/policy/national-security/
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/3826968-five-things-to-know-about-jeff-zients-who-is-in-line-to-be-bidens-next-chief-of-staff/
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/3826968-five-things-to-know-about-jeff-zients-who-is-in-line-to-be-bidens-next-chief-of-staff/
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/
https://thehill.com/


1/23/23, 3:04 PM Yale facing lawsuit over alleged discrimination against students with mental illness | The Hill

https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/3756896-yale-facing-lawsuit-over-alleged-discrimination-against-students-with-mental-illness/ 9/13

Most Popular

1 Jeffries submits Schiff, Swalwell for Intel panel, forcing fight with
McCarthy

2 Santos’s financial woes pile up, threatening his political career  

3 More Oath Keepers found guilty of seditious conspiracy for role in Jan. 6

4 How Arizona, California and other states are trying to generate a whole
new ...

5 Police identify deceased 72-year-old suspect in Monterey Park mass
shooting 

✕

https://thehill.com/homenews/house/3826508-schiff-swalwell-submitted-to-intel-panel-forcing-fight-with-mccarthy/
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/3821857-santoss-financial-woes-pile-up-threatening-his-political-career/
https://thehill.com/policy/national-security/3826973-more-oath-keepers-found-guilty-of-seditious-conspiracy-for-role-in-jan-6/
https://thehill.com/policy/equilibrium-sustainability/3824483-how-arizona-california-and-other-states-are-trying-to-generate-a-whole-new-water-supply/
https://thehill.com/homenews/3825529-police-identify-deceased-72-year-old-suspect-in-monterey-park-mass-shooting/
https://thehill.com/


1/23/23, 3:04 PM Yale facing lawsuit over alleged discrimination against students with mental illness | The Hill

https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/3756896-yale-facing-lawsuit-over-alleged-discrimination-against-students-with-mental-illness/ 10/13

Video

Watch live: White House monkeypox response team holds briefing

NEWS

See all Video

✕

https://thehill.com/homenews/3616798-watch-live-white-house-monkeypox-response-team-holds-briefing/
https://thehill.com/homenews/
https://thehill.com/video/
https://thehill.com/homenews/3616798-watch-live-white-house-monkeypox-response-team-holds-briefing/
https://thehill.com/


1/23/23, 3:04 PM Yale facing lawsuit over alleged discrimination against students with mental illness | The Hill

https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/3756896-yale-facing-lawsuit-over-alleged-discrimination-against-students-with-mental-illness/ 11/13

DON'T MISS A BRIEF.
SIGN UP FOR OUR DAILY EMAIL.

Your Email

Send

Resources

THE HILL APPS

PEOPLE

RSS

Other Areas

GALLERIES

THE HILL JOBS

NATIONAL JOBS

✕

https://thehill.com/
https://thehill.com/hill-apps
https://thehill.com/people
https://thehill.com/resources/rss-feeds
https://thehill.com/media
https://thehill.com/resources/classifieds/employer
https://jobs.thehill.com/
https://thehill.com/


1/23/23, 3:04 PM Yale facing lawsuit over alleged discrimination against students with mental illness | The Hill

https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/3756896-yale-facing-lawsuit-over-alleged-discrimination-against-students-with-mental-illness/ 12/13

RSS NATIONAL JOBS

Contributors

SUBMIT OPINION CONTENT

Follow Us On

Get the App

✕

https://thehill.com/resources/rss-feeds
https://jobs.thehill.com/
https://thehill.com/submitting-opinion-content
http://www.facebook.com/TheHill
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?screen_name=thehill
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-hill
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.thehill.thehill
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/the-hill/id360124019
https://thehill.com/


1/23/23, 3:04 PM Yale facing lawsuit over alleged discrimination against students with mental illness | The Hill

https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/3756896-yale-facing-lawsuit-over-alleged-discrimination-against-students-with-mental-illness/ 13/13

SUBSCRIPTIONS

PRIVACY POLICY

TERMS & CONDITIONS

CONTACT

ADVERTISE

NEWSNATION

BESTREVIEWS

NEXSTAR DIGITAL

JOURNALISTIC INTEGRITY

DO NOT SELL OR SHARE MY PERSONAL INFORMATION

THE HILL 1625 K STREET, NW SUITE 900 WASHINGTON DC 20006 | 202-628-8500 TEL | 202-628-8503 FAX

© 1998 - 2023 NEXSTAR MEDIA INC. | ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

✕

https://thehill.com/contact/subscriptions
https://www.nexstar.tv/privacy-policy/
https://www.nexstar.tv/terms-of-use/
https://thehill.com/contact
https://thehill.com/contact/advertise
https://www.newsnationnow.com/
https://www.bestreviews.com/
https://www.nexstardigital.com/
https://www.nexstar.tv/corporate-social-responsibility/journalistic-integrity/
https://thehill.com/

