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Yale University sued for alleged discrimination against students with mental health disabilities

AMANDA SU

Two Yale University students and Elis for Rachel, an advocacy

and support group at the university, filed a lawsuit against

the school Wednesday, alleging the school discriminates

against students with mental health disabilities by failing to

provide necessary accommodations and pressuring them to

withdraw.

The lawsuit, seeking class-action status from the U.S. District

Court of Connecticut, features accounts by two current
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students, three former students and a nonprofit group, Elis

for Rachael, representing several dozen others.

The nonprofit was founded last year after the suicide of

freshman Rachael Shaw-Rosenbaum, who had contemplated

the consequences of withdrawing from Yale in multiple

online posts prior to her death.

MORE: How the forced hospitalization of 'mentally ill' people

in need will work in NYC

- ADVERTISEMENT -

The plaintiffs argue the university's withdrawal policies foster

a punitive rather than supportive environment for students

with mental health disabilities, deterring many from seeking

help. Their accounts detail the "traumatic" experiences of

being forced to leave school, then the hurdles they had to

clear just to return.

If students disclose their mental health disability while

seeking support and demonstrate severe symptoms, the

university has often pressured them to voluntarily withdraw

until they can apply for reinstatement at least a semester

later. If the students refused, the university's policies allow

for "involuntary withdrawals," forcing students to take leave

without "deference to treating professionals or consideration

of whether withdrawal will cause harm," the lawsuit says.

After they were hospitalized for self-harm, multiple students,

including Hannah Neves and Nicolette Mantica, alleged that

Yale officials visited them in the hospital and notified them

they would likely be withdrawn from the university.
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PHOTO: A tour group makes a stop at the Sterling Memorial Library on the Yale

University campus, June 12, 2015, in New Haven, Conn. (Craig Warga/Bloomberg via

Getty Images)

In some students' cases, the lawsuit says Yale officials

suggested the students would be perceived as a liability to

the university if they did not withdraw.

Story continues

ABC News

2 in critical condition after shooting at Des Moines

school
Three people are in the hospital after a shooting at a Des

Moines, Iowa, school on Monday, according to police. Two

victims are in critical condition and one is in serious…

ABC News

HOME MAIL NEWS FINANCE SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT LIFE SEARCH SHOPPING YAHOO PLUS MORE...Download the Yahoo News app

Sign in Mail

News US Politics World COVID-19 Climate Change Health Science Originals Contact Us

https://www.yahoo.com/gma/2-critical-condition-shooting-des-203931181.html
https://www.yahoo.com/gma/more-mass-shootings-days-2023-204400415.html
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%253Fxai%253DAKAOjsu9yw9yJ1V46vyP3WZQ-GgNbuRJzpX9w_MYVk-jlDndBoGu-xAuiyOEUEt3Qxoctpc-FUkH40fXleofenA-01RMGU_iScSiFDVVGkkr7r3uYNfJ0S5ptqkNO1uqmAGdZLR2eUpEQRugvqNx6Lrd6qQahF5beHm6EYqSwNejxvE6h_JgVupKaTFJTES4u2VfskfwVU-1iWuMJLuKmDsH_DXeU9XL1la3yU3SpCrt1-mBmwj0cvQVSpAsXYG72IOkb0qcuTWl-AVRAFLCDS3ZYixI-w-tWog4twzxpYS9YZibRNiiRQNt1Mbdq46MLlJQbbZ029SkX9Yh%2526sai%253DAMfl-YRNgH2thHLwRObV-1ZTazdB1Lip4i-fs1YFYI1yMcDMAJ6g1BZStrxBOQkd5wtX47-gFKFKH5FZzwiQd1wJMk2cGeJV_nDr5F1fcQ7w%2526sig%253DCg0ArKJSzFSurHv4jKzLEAE%2526fbs_aeid%253D%255Bgw_fbsaeid%255D%2526urlfix%253D1%2526adurl%253Dhttps://disneymirrorverse.com/%3Futm_source%3Ddmv_disneycrm%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Ddmv_wwl%26utm_content%3Ddmv_wwl_downloads%26shortlink%3Dag5alzln%26c%3DDMV%2520Disney%2520Trending%2520CRM%26af_ad%3Ddmv_storefront%26pid%3DSocial_Mirrorverse%26af_channel%3DWWL_Disney_Storefront%26af_adset%3Dsocial_post
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%253Fxai%253DAKAOjssHYXfnn1xS-1Rt4kROFpW5dvGekQ5nj8AEf836nuTPj_wpCHgVwRZdTxAAe9aqScaXYETPibCItL9mCIJJFJRtLF57Cd4rX9u1ezLai-f5v0xBSuSwu74q-cpUtUWCOPYxlhZkop_twVPNP4aF-iUQbC8JvdyJDqf3gQUikKnZAz1mjotdqVsTZ3wHEgwuQ6uTWtF45d0vJVVlPPMmpLUa9gpqyWZSK6HUMcfqHJV6PU19eNIGodCAEBG3YuX1cQvNjzEYjwZ7-fP2EQQY50cbg6rLxsHDhvjsq9T31qaCcZ_XYKb7ZzL1E7LXX7cRHsSdMo_pFLfk%2526sai%253DAMfl-YSfLLeYEJvcoCdEhGzd1TDZYD-g_ID-JKn09n61jbjL7K46eEjl1y-v63IWvotNdbt5oE5WI0CbM6VTlglaOPJzCZIAz22MOC_utYW_%2526sig%253DCg0ArKJSzFF0p28MmKUMEAE%2526fbs_aeid%253D%255Bgw_fbsaeid%255D%2526urlfix%253D1%2526adurl%253Dhttps://www.hulu.com/series/kindred-196f4ebd-2b7b-400e-834a-7f8e2260f2de
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%253Fxai%253DAKAOjstHGuNGMEbKwmiEB6rkvAXCLumMJu86LMSK8G2tT-CkTpexUERWck2dTcqsbLYOSOPiBkQgdjRdldEknyd7JpsawrpY3Jkhuq_F-Ba_raZqqHj2vTbXf6Eg72g8-omXy7lkrXBzvBcDgY4Ktb8TmQWRkHPzR-u6NOtOTzY63yI2OWo3SNjhtx4JHYuNmb1wWsh1m86GdXE5bzDHVi3mYuXRD3zkwg_PxjPATT1jSj_beOz4c4apycwiDmMHaG4_gGwuaZSSD_1K0UShINs_9Ajs93kg-eBPOI4CHgiQMv7kdbvMW7_sGtX-pJ7j8SFyTrRblU_qVRfp%2526sai%253DAMfl-YR-Cds4CCaTdewFAnp3GwEuV0ZGEwvvbrf6otLp7MjsXSZpKYCM81sJa9R6YbA5y_r0TIxDqgCxvbdnolwEZ4vB9uBGDqz6XbsP_0b7%2526sig%253DCg0ArKJSzKfie6SPNwf-EAE%2526fbs_aeid%253D%255Bgw_fbsaeid%255D%2526urlfix%253D1%2526adurl%253Dhttps://www.hulu.com/series/kindred-196f4ebd-2b7b-400e-834a-7f8e2260f2de
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://mail.yahoo.com/
https://news.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/entertainment/
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle
https://search.yahoo.com/search/
https://shopping.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/plus
https://www.yahoo.com/everything/
https://mobile.yahoo.com/news
https://login.yahoo.com/?.lang=en-US&src=news&.done=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yahoo.com%2Fgma%2Fyale-university-sued-alleged-discrimination-211055357.html%3Ffr%3Dsycsrp_catchall%26guccounter%3D1&pspid=&activity=ybar-signin
https://mail.yahoo.com/?pspid=&activity=ybar-mail
https://news.yahoo.com/
https://news.yahoo.com/us/
https://news.yahoo.com/politics/
https://news.yahoo.com/world/
https://news.yahoo.com/coronavirus/
https://news.yahoo.com/tagged/climate-change/
https://news.yahoo.com/health/
https://news.yahoo.com/science/
https://news.yahoo.com/originals/
https://yahoo.uservoice.com/forums/204992-us-news
https://news.yahoo.com/


1/23/23, 4:11 PM Yale University sued for alleged discrimination against students with mental health disabilities

https://www.yahoo.com/gma/yale-university-sued-alleged-discrimination-211055357.html?fr=sycsrp_catchall&guccounter=1 4/7

27m ago

58m ago

59m ago

1h ago

1h ago

2h ago

There have been more mass shootings than days in

2023, database shows
Less than one month into 2023, the United States has

totaled 36 mass shootings, according to the Gun Violence

Archive. Mass shootings are defined as an incident in which…

Amazon Left In Chaos After Shoppers Find This Out
Think you're getting the best deal when you shop online?

Don't buy a single thing until you try this — you won't regret

it.

ABC News

Jeffries taps Schiff, Swalwell for House intel after

McCarthy promised to block them
House Democratic leader Hakeem Jeffries has selected Reps.

Adam Schiff, D-Calif., and Eric Swalwell, D-Calif., to sit on the

powerful House Intelligence Committee, setting up a fight…

ABC News

Former top FBI official Charles McGonigal arrested

over ties to Russian oligarch Oleg Deripaska
A former top FBI official in New York has been arrested over

his ties to a Russian oligarch, law enforcement sources told

ABC News Monday. Charles McGonigal, who was the special…

ABC News

4 more Oath Keepers militia members found guilty

of seditious conspiracy for Jan. 6 riot
A Washington, D.C., jury on Monday convicted four more

members of the far-right Oath Keepers militia group for

engaging in a seditious conspiracy to stop the certification…

2 Insane Cards With 0% Interest Until Nearly 2025
With no annual fee and no interest for 21 months, these

cards are helping Americans pay off debt in record time.

ABC News

Monterey Park shooting victims: Dance studio

regular among those who died, family says
Eleven people have died following a mass shooting at a

dance studio in Southern California. Five men and five

women were initially killed in the shooting, which took plac…

Good Morning America

Kylie Jenner wears giant lion head during Paris

Fashion Week
Reality star and entrepreneur Kylie Jenner stunned on

Monday after she was photographed at Paris Fashion Week

wearing a velvet strapless dress that included a giant replic…

ABC News

Ad • Capital One Shopping

Ad • CompareCredit
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Asian American community shaken by Monterey

Park mass shooting
The mass shooting in Monterey Park, California, has

compounded ongoing fears of violence against Asian

Americans, community members say. At least 10 people we…

Connecticut: Say Bye To Expensive Home Ins. If You

Live Near Hartford
Homeowners can't believe this is true. Don't pay another

home insurance bill until you read this.

ABC News

Jury convicts Jan. 6 rioter seen in infamous images

with feet on desk in Pelosi's office
A federal jury in Washington returned a guilty verdict

Monday against a rioter seen in images from the Jan. 6

assault on the Capitol putting his feet up on a desk in then-…

ABC News

Monterey Park congresswoman shares concerns

following Lunar New Year party shooting
As investigators continue to search for answers in Saturday's

shooting at a dance studio that killed 10 people and

wounded 10 others, the Monterey Park, Calif., community…

Good Morning America

2 dance studios find themselves at center of

tragedy in deadly mass shooting
Two dance studios that provide space for joy, celebration

and movement for their communities found themselves

instead at the center of tragedy over the weekend. Star…

Spray Alcohol On Your Bed At Night & Just Watch
20+ little nifty hacks for your home

Good Morning America

'Bachelor' star Zach Shallcross says he looks for

'kindness and compassion' in partner
Zach Shallcross is ready to step into the spotlight as he looks

for love on "The Bachelor" season 27, premiering Monday

night on ABC. Shallcross, a 26-year-old tech executive from…

Good Morning America

Rep. Ruben Gallego announces 2024 bid for Kyrsten

Sinema's Senate seat
Arizona Democratic Rep. Ruben Gallego announced Monday

he is launching a bid for U.S. Senate to unseat independent

Kyrsten Sinema. "I have been deeply humbled by the…

ABC News
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Man who disarmed Monterey Park shooter speaks

out: 'Something came over me'
The night was winding down after a Lunar Near Year

celebration at the Lai Lai Ballroom & Studio in Alhambra,

California, on Saturday, when Brandon Tsay heard the front…

20 Bizarre Redheads Facts That Are Actually True
Several studies have proven that people with red hair

experience this differently

Good Morning America

Uvalde educator falsely accused of leaving door

open shares her journey to healing
Seven months after she was working at a Texas elementary

school the day a shooter killed 19 students and two teachers,

Emilia "Amy" Marin sat down one Tuesday afternoon to rea…

Good Morning America

DOJ: Salt Lake City plastic surgeon among 4 charged

in alleged COVID vaccine card scheme
A plastic surgeon and three others in Utah were charged

with allegedly selling people seeking fraudulent COVID-19

immunization records an estimated $97,000 worth of fake…

Good Morning America

2023 'Doomsday Clock' announcement: What to

know and expect
For the past 75 years, the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, a

nonprofit media organization comprised of world leaders

and Nobel laureates, has announced how close it believes…

Hartford Independent Senior Living Apartments

(See Prices)
These luxury senior living houses are now available at

incredibly low prices. See your options!

Good Morning America

IRS expects better tax season service thanks to

Inflation Reduction Act funding
The Treasury Department is rolling out new measures aimed

at improving customer service as the IRS starts to accept

2022 federal income tax returns. Treasury Department…

Good Morning America

Family of American terror victim asks Supreme

Court to curb immunity for social media
Seven years after Islamic State extremists murdered their

daughter, the family of Nohemi Gonzalez, the only American

killed in the 2015 Paris terror attacks, heads to the U.S.…

Good Morning America
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What we know about the Georgia 2020 election

investigation
After months of testimony, a special grand jury seated in

Atlanta last year as part of a probe into efforts by former

President Donald Trump and his allies to overturn the resul…
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