1/23/23,11:59 AM Groups file federal discrimination complaints over CT test, mask distribution

Recommended
»,  Police: Catalytic New York co. buys CT man to be
# converters stolen Shelton property, sentenced today in
from 30 school plans self storage | 2019 shooting death

LY 91| [SO)2) M
Subscribe D

NEWS

Groups file federal discrimination complaints over
CT test, mask distribution

A Liz Hardaway
| E E Updated: Jan. 7, 2022 1:48 p.m.

[AAINSIDER

https://www.ctinsider.com/news/article/Groups-file-federal-discrimination-complaints-16755606 .php 1/9


https://www.ctinsider.com/news/article/East-Hartford-catalytic-converters-school-buses-17735466.php?src=ctiartribbon
https://www.ctinsider.com/news/article/East-Hartford-catalytic-converters-school-buses-17735466.php?src=ctiartribbon
https://www.ctinsider.com/news/article/New-York-Bridgeport-Avenue-self-storage-17735479.php?src=ctiartribbon
https://www.ctinsider.com/news/article/New-York-Bridgeport-Avenue-self-storage-17735479.php?src=ctiartribbon
https://www.ctinsider.com/news/article/Danbury-sentencing-David-Ramos-17734426.php?src=ctiartribbon
https://www.ctinsider.com/news/article/Danbury-sentencing-David-Ramos-17734426.php?src=ctiartribbon
https://www.ctinsider.com/news/article/CT-weather-snow-school-closures-road-conditions-17735330.php?src=ctiartribbon
https://www.ctinsider.com/news/
https://www.ctinsider.com/author/liz-hardaway/
https://www.ctinsider.com/author/liz-hardaway/
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=390169111540751&link=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ctinsider.com%2Fnews%2Farticle%2FGroups-file-federal-discrimination-complaints-16755606.php%3Futm_campaign%3DCMS%2520Sharing%2520Tools%2520(Premium)%26utm_source%3Dfacebook.com%26utm_medium%3Dreferral&name=Groups%20file%20federal%20discrimination%20complaints%20over%20CT%20test%2C%20mask%20distribution&description=Disability%20advocacy%20organizations%20filed%20federal%20complaints%20Thursday%20stating%20the%20governor...&picture=https%3A%2F%2Fs.hdnux.com%2Fphotos%2F01%2F23%2F41%2F30%2F21894696%2F4%2FrawImage.jpg&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ctinsider.com%2Fnews%2Farticle%2FGroups-file-federal-discrimination-complaints-16755606.php%3Futm_campaign%3DCMS%2520Sharing%2520Tools%2520(Premium)%26utm_source%3DUTMSOURCE%26utm_medium%3DUTMMEDIUM
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ctinsider.com%2Fnews%2Farticle%2FGroups-file-federal-discrimination-complaints-16755606.php%3Futm_campaign%3DCMS%2520Sharing%2520Tools%2520(Premium)%26utm_source%3Dt.co%26utm_medium%3Dreferral&text=Groups%20file%20federal%20discrimination%20complaints%20over%20CT%20test%2C%20mask%20distribution&via=insider_ct
mailto:?subject=Your%20friend%20has%20shared%20a%20CT%20Insider%20link%20with%20you%3A%20&body=Groups%20file%20federal%20discrimination%20complaints%20over%20CT%20test%2C%20mask%20distribution%0A%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.ctinsider.com%2Fnews%2Farticle%2FGroups-file-federal-discrimination-complaints-16755606.php%3Futm_campaign%3DCMS%2520Sharing%2520Tools%2520(Premium)%26utm_source%3Dshare-by-email%26utm_medium%3Demail%0A%0ADisability%20advocacy%20organizations%20filed%20federal%20complaints%20Thursday%20stating%20the%20governor...%0A%0AThis%20message%20was%20sent%20via%20CT%20Insider
https://clickserv.sitescout.com/clk/15fe90d67213a3f6/3d05d2318d360e3a/63cebc7b39e20d6c043d0030/0
https://www.ctinsider.com/
https://subscription.hearstmediact.com/checkout/767/1658?siteID=CT_INS&origin=button&variant=newyear_2023&returnUrl=https://www.ctinsider.com/news/article/Groups-file-federal-discrimination-complaints-16755606.php&returnUrl=https://www.ctinsider.com/news/article/Groups-file-federal-discrimination-complaints-16755606.php

1/23/23,11:59 AM Groups file federal discrimination complaints over CT test, mask distribution

-

Disability advocacy organizations filed federal complaints Thursday stating the governor and state are not
prioritizing those most at risk for COVID test and mask distributions.
Brian A. Pounds / Hearst Connecticut Media

Two Connecticut disability advocacy groups filed federal complaints against the
state Thursday alleging violations of anti-discrimination laws regarding how at-

home COVID tests and mask were distributed.
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The complaints were filed by Disability Rights

advocacy system for people with disabilities, ¢

a nonprofit law firm representing people with
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These groups said that Gov. Ned Lamont, the state of Connecticut and its
Department of Public Health have violated federal anti-discrimination laws by not
requiring towns and cities to prioritize giving COVID test kits and masks to people

who are at higher risk due to health or living in congregate settings.

Get 3 Months of the Local News Source You Need for 99¢.

“The situation is urgent — it should not wait one day longer,” said Deborah

Dorfman, executive director of disability Rights CT, in a statement. “DRCT'’s clients
and constituents with disabilities must be imr ™"
to N95-masks and test kits and other COVID |
receive reasonable modifications. Each day th
needlessly exacerbates the risk that they will |

and serves only to perpetuate disability discri:
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The complaints said Lamont has suggested prioritizing high risk individuals rather
than requiring it, leading to 45 municipalities distributing test kits on a first-come,

first-serve basis.

“There is a high risk that individuals with disabilities will not have access to them
[test kits and masks] and thereby be discriminated against because of their

disabilities,” the complaints said.

The state hastily procured hundreds of thousands of at-home COVID-19 tests
within the last week, distributing them to towns and cities. It was up to leaders in
those towns to create independent plans to give the tests to residents. Along with
the tests, Connecticut also provided towns with millions of N95 masks, distributed

in a similar fashion.
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Disability Rights CT and the CLRP are asking the agencies to require the state to
require municipalities to prioritize test and mask distribution to people at high risk
of exposure or severe disease, as well as people in state custody or in state-funded

congregate settings.
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and local issues. She also worked at the Sun Newspapers in Southwest Florida as a general assignment
reporter covering politics, business, and health.

Liz graduated from Ohio Wesleyan University in 2018 with a B.A. in journalism. She enjoys cooking,
reading and playing with her dachshund, Finn.
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