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The federal Ofce of Civil Rights reached an agreement Tuesday with the sate
of Connecticut that allows caregivers of those with disabilities to have a support
person accompany them to hospitals and other medical settings.

Disability Rights Connecticut and several other advocacy groups fled a
complaint with the U.S. Ofce of Civil Rights on May 4 urging the federal
agency to “immediately invesigate and take swift action” to resolve allegations
of disability discrimination.

SPONSORED MESSAGES

A Connecticut news site that undersands the usual media oferings jus…aren’t…enough.

  MENU

The Directory

Calendar

Jobs

Hartford Hospital
GOOGLE STREET VIEW

It's National Whipped Cream Day! �� We
asked our team, and after a heated debate, the

answer was pretty obvious.…
https://t.co/YoS6hmeD3w

0 retweets 1 favorites

CT Trial Firm - CT
Personal Injury

Attorneys



https://dashboard.presspatron.com/websites/144?origin=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ctnewsjunkie.com#
https://dashboard.presspatron.com/websites/144?origin=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ctnewsjunkie.com#
https://www.ctnewsjunkie.com/archives/category/civil_liberties/
https://www.ctnewsjunkie.com/archives/category/equality/
https://www.ctnewsjunkie.com/archives/category/health_care/
https://www.ctnewsjunkie.com/archives/category/legal/
https://www.ctnewsjunkie.com/archives/entry/20200504_disability_rights_groups_file_complaint_with_office_of_civil/
https://www.ctnewsjunkie.com/
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
http://directory.ctnewsjunkie.com/
http://directory.ctnewsjunkie.com/
http://directory.ctnewsjunkie.com/
https://events.ctnewsjunkie.com/
https://events.ctnewsjunkie.com/
https://jobs.ctnewsjunkie.com/
https://jobs.ctnewsjunkie.com/
http://www.shopblackct.com/
https://ad.broadstreetads.com/click/245354/c196560/z60341?
https://ad.broadstreetads.com/click/245354/c196560/z60341?
https://ad.broadstreetads.com/click/245354/c196560/z60341?
https://ad.broadstreetads.com/click/245354/c196560/z60341?
https://ad.broadstreetads.com/click/245354/c196560/z60341?
https://ad.broadstreetads.com/click/245354/c196560/z60341?
https://ad.broadstreetads.com/click/245354/c196560/z60341?
https://ad.broadstreetads.com/click/245354/c196560/z60341?
https://ad.broadstreetads.com/click/245354/c196560/z60341?
https://ad.broadstreetads.com/click/245354/c196560/z60341?
https://ad.broadstreetads.com/click/245354/c196560/z60341?
https://ad.broadstreetads.com/click/245354/c196560/z60341?
https://ad.broadstreetads.com/click/245354/c196560/z60341?


Connecticut Settles Disability Complaint Over Hospital Visitation | CT News Junkie

https://www.ctnewsjunkie.com/archives/entry/20200609_connecticut_settles_disability_complaint_over_hospital_visitation/[1/6/2021 11:58:32 AM]

Because of COVID-19, hospitals and other medical settings were not allowing
the caregivers of persons with disabilities the opportunity to accompany their
loved ones to the hospital.

As part of the resolution reached Tuesday, Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont is
expected to issue an executive order to ensure that people with disabilities have
reasonable access to support personnel in hospital settings in a manner that is
consisent with disability rights laws and the health and safety of patients,
healthcare providers, and support persons. 

“As vulnerable populations around the sate continue to be disproportionally
afected by the COVID-19 pandemic, it was a priority for my ofce and the sate
to come to a resolution on allowing a support person to accompany and
advocate for individuals with disabilities into our hospitals,” Lamont sated. “The
order issued by Commissioner Giford implements vital safeguards for
individuals with special needs to ensure proper and safe care is being provided
and received in a hospital setting.”

The order, according to a press release from the Ofce of Civil Rights, will
include esablishing a satewide policy requiring hospitals and other acute care
settings to permit the entrance of a designated support person for a patient with
a disability and permitting family members, service providers or other individuals
knowledgeable about the needs of the person with a disability to serve as a
designated support person. Where patients with a disability are in such a setting
for longer than one day, they may designate two support persons, provided only
one is present at a time.

The Department of Developmental Services and the Connecticut Hospital
Association reached an agreement at the end of April to allow some caregivers
to accompany their loved one with an intellectual and developmental disability to
the hospital. But the accommodation was limited to only those receiving services
from DDS.

The guidance “unlawfully limits protections to only those individuals with I/DD
who are served by DSS,” Disability Rights Connecticut said in their complaint.
“The letter excludes people with disabilities in Connecticut not served by DDS,
as well as those who do not have I/DD but have equally critical needs for, and
the legal right to, a support person to accompany them to the hospital.”

With the exception of three Connecticut hospitals operated by Nuvance Health,
which also operates hospitals in New York, not a single Connecticut hospital had
an exception to its visitation prohibition for support persons for individuals with
disabilities, according to DRCT.

DRCT was joined in fling the federal complaint by the Center for Public
Representation and CommunicationFIRST, both based in Washington, D.C.,
and The Arc of Connecticut, The Arc of the United States, and Independence
Northwes: Center for Independent Living of Northwes CT.
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