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   TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2020         

FAIRFIELD GOVERNMENT HEALTH CARE LATEST NEWS

CT changes COVID-19 policy to allow
hospital visitors for people with
disabilities
By Phil Hall -  June 10, 2020

 
   

The Connecticut Department of Public Health has modified its

COVID-19 policy on prohibiting visitors to hospitals to allow

exceptions for visits to patients with disabilities.

The policy shift followed a complaint to the U.S. Department of

Health and Human Services’ Office for Civil Rights by a coalition

of nonprofits led by Disabilities Rights Connecticut.

The complaint accused the

state of creating a guidance

that ignored the special

communications needs of

people with disabilities, which

would result in denying them

equal access to medical

treatment.

The complaint also claimed the lack of visitation rights deprived

some patients with disabilities of the “right to make informed
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decisions and provide informed consent,” while others were

subjected to an “unnecessary use of physical and chemical

restraints” during their hospitalization.

In an interview with The New York Times, Roger Severino,

director of the Office for Civil Rights, criticized the no-visitor

guidance in relation to people with disabilities.

“People should not be left to fend for themselves when they can

be reasonably accommodated,” he said. “The safety of patients

with disabilities shouldn’t be pitted as if it’s a zero-sum game

against the safety of others. Both can be protected.”

Deidre S. Gifford, acting commissioner of the Department of

Public Health, announced the policy change will go into effect on

June 15.

In making the change, she acknowledged that current restrictions

“prevent family members, personal care assistants or similar

disability service providers from accompanying a patient with

disabilities through his or her stay at the facility, causing such

patient with disabilities to experience barriers to obtaining the

care they require as well as inconvenience and distress.”
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upcoming "Jesus Christ Movie Star," both published by

BearManor Media). He is also the host of the SoundCloud

podcast "The Online Movie Show," co-host of the WAPJ-FM

talk show "Nutmeg Chatter" and a writer with credits in

The New York Times, New York Daily News, Hartford

Courant, Wired, The Hill's Congress Blog, Profit

Confidential, The MReport and StockNews.com. Outside of

journalism, he is also a horror movie actor - usually

playing the creepy villain who gets badly killed at the end

of each film.

LEAVE A REPLY

 Save my name, email, and website in this browser for the next time
I comment.

Another $35 million in CT
small-business aid coming
by year’s end

AvalonBay Communities
sells Avalon Stratford,
second site in a week

Northwell Health begins
using Moderna vaccine

RELATED ARTICLES MORE FROM AUTHOR

Fairfield Fairfield Covid



https://www.facebook.com/WestfairOnline
https://www.facebook.com/WestfairOnline
https://www.instagram.com/westfaironline/
https://www.instagram.com/westfaironline/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/westfair-business-publications
https://www.linkedin.com/company/westfair-business-publications
https://twitter.com/westfaironline
https://twitter.com/westfaironline
https://www.youtube.com/user/thewagmag
https://www.youtube.com/user/thewagmag
https://www.facebook.com/WestfairOnline
https://www.instagram.com/westfaironline/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/westfair-business-publications
https://twitter.com/westfaironline
https://www.youtube.com/user/thewagmag
https://westfaironline.com/131335/another-35-million-in-small-business-aid-coming-by-years-end/
https://westfaironline.com/131335/another-35-million-in-small-business-aid-coming-by-years-end/
https://westfaironline.com/131335/another-35-million-in-small-business-aid-coming-by-years-end/
https://westfaironline.com/131334/avalonbay-communities-sells-avalon-stratford-second-site-in-a-week/
https://westfaironline.com/131334/avalonbay-communities-sells-avalon-stratford-second-site-in-a-week/
https://westfaironline.com/131334/avalonbay-communities-sells-avalon-stratford-second-site-in-a-week/
https://westfaironline.com/131328/northwell-health-begins-using-moderna-vaccine/
https://westfaironline.com/131328/northwell-health-begins-using-moderna-vaccine/
https://westfaironline.com/category/fairfield/
https://westfaironline.com/category/fairfield/
https://westfaironline.com/category/fairfield/
https://westfaironline.com/category/fairfield/
https://westfaironline.com/category/covid/
https://westfaironline.com/category/covid/


CT changes COVID-19 policy to allow hospital visitors for people with disabilities

https://westfaironline.com/125401/ct-changes-covid-19-policy-to-allow-hospital-visitors-for-people-with-disabilities/[12/22/2020 10:13:42 AM]

    ABOUT MEMBERS ADVERTISE CONTACT Terms of Use© Copyright Westfair Business

Publications

https://westfaironline.com/about-us/
http://westfaironline.com/wp-login.php?
https://westfaironline.com/advertise/
https://westfaironline.com/contact/
https://westfaironline.com/terms-of-use/

	westfaironline.com
	CT changes COVID-19 policy to allow hospital visitors for people with disabilities


	Utd2l0aC1kaXNhYmlsaXRpZXMvAA==: 
	form2: 
	comment: 
	author: Name:*
	email: Email:*
	url: Website:
	wp-comment-cookies-consent: yes
	submit: 




